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UM COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER TALKS ABOUT LIFE AFTER SEPT. 11 
MISSOULA -
Retired Air Force Gen. John T. ‘"Jack” Chain, former commander-in-chief of the Strategic 
Air Command, will send The University of Montana’s Class of 2002 into the world by talking 
about the world after Sept. 11 and what it means for graduates.
Chain will draw on his considerable military experience for his address during UM’s 105th 
Commencement ceremonies Saturday, May 18, in the Adams Center. He will speak at both the 
9:30 a.m. and 2 p.m. general ceremonies.
The general served in the U.S. Air Force for 34 years before entering the business world in 
1991, when he became executive vice president of Burlington Northern Railroad. He chairs the 
board of UM’s Maureen and Mike Mansfield Foundation and serves as a member of the advisory 
board for Rocky Mountain College in Billings.
Chain’s staff tours in the Air Force primarily focused on plans and operations. He served 
four times outside the Air Force: first as forward air controller with the 101st Airborne Division, 
then as an exchange officer and later director of the Bureau of Politico-military affairs with the 
Department of State, and finally as chief of staff for the Supreme Headquarters Allied Powers at 
the NATO alliance military headquarters in Europe. Chain led the Strategic Air Command for 
more than four years.
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He received his pilot wings in 1957 and spent most of his flying career as a fighter pilot 
with assignments in the United States, Germany, Vietnam and Thailand. The general served two 
combat tours during the Vietnam War, flying A-l Skyraiders with the Vietnamese Air Force and 
F-4 Phantoms with the U.S. Air Force.
Chain earned his bachelor of arts degree in history in 1956 from Denison University in 
Granville, Ohio. In 1971 he graduated from the national War College and concurrently earned a 
master’s degree in international affairs from George Washington University. He was awarded an 
honorary doctorate in human letters from Denison University in 1990 and an honorary doctorate 
of laws degree from Rocky Mountain College in 1994.
Besides serving on boards at UM and RMC, Chain chairs the boards of Bobby Bragan 
Foundation and Zale Lipshy University Hospital. He is a trustee of Fork Union Military Academy 
and the U.S. Air Force Academy’s Falcon Foundation.
Chain is former director of RJR Nabisco, Nabisco Holding and Kemper Corp.; the former 
chair of the Board of the Armed Forces Benefit Association; and former chair of the Board of the 
Wellness Councils of America. He currently is a member of the boards of directors for Kemper 
Insurance Companies, Northrop-Grumman, RJ Reynolds Inc. and ConAgra. In addition, Chain 
chairs the board of Thomas Group Inc. and is president of Quarterdeck Equity Partners Inc.
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